INimble and Quick; 75 


Pick and chooſe ok you will, here is "Ws... 
thing that will pleaſe every Body ; 


Containiug the 
Humours of the Age : 
BEING . — 4 


Whimſical, witty, diverting, comical, N 
uſeful Remarks on the Virtues and Vicrs 


of the Times. 
To which is added, an excellent SON G called 


eee 


| be or oe 


Virtues and Vices diſplay'd, &c. 


, [ NEVER think of a wife till I am hun- 
| gry, and look out for a whore in hopes 


ſhe will. bring me. to a morſel of bread. 1 
love ſtreng beer hut twice in à year, and that 


is in winter and ſummer. I hate lawyers 


and: liars, becauſe they breed wrangling and 
jangling. 1 would. be a ſoldier was there 
all plunderiig und n fighting. I love a par- 


ſon that practites What he preaches; but we 
are to mind what he ſays, not what he does. 


If ever I marry Fil have the uglieſt woman 
I can find, and then I ſhall be ſure to have 


her to myſelf. Shew me a poet, a printer, 


and a' quaker, and I'll ſhew you three liars. 
| Of all the men in the world blind men 


* 
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walk the moſt upright, and they are the moſt. 
charitable, for they never ſee any one's faults. 
Of all people I pity whores, for they hazard 


| foul and body for a miſerable livelihood. 
Was 1 a man in power, I would build alms- 


houſes for the rich, and maintain them at 
their own coſt. The greateſt folly in the 


world 1s to love the world. In ancient 


ages the world boaſted of ſeven wiſe men, 
but now every one is wiſe in his own conceit: 
but though ſome are wiſe, yet moſt are other- 
wiſe. Of all callings I hate quack doors, 
for if they do good the world will hear faſt 


enough of it. The greateſt enemies whores 


have, are the French-pox and the ſma]l-pox, 


one ſpoils the face and the other the conſti- 


tution. 1 hate riches on account of the dan- 


ger that attends them, for I would not have 
any throat cut for a buſhel of gold. Ballad 


ſingers have the honeſteſt trade in the world, 
for they always deal with ready money; it is 


alſo an ancient and an honourable calling. 
Homer himſelf was one of the buſineſs. 
Sailors are the braveſt fellows alive, for they 
drink, dance and ſing when there is but an 
K inch between them and their grave. Though 


the aſtrologer is a wiſe man, and tells future 


„ 

events, he ſeldom can tell the man that 
cuckolds him, or when. a 

It would puzzle a id: whether to 
give the a preference to chimney-ſweeper, or 
a ſcavenger, becauſe they are both uſeful 
and neceſſary. Tea and tobacco are perni- 
cious weeds, and grand thieves, and de- 
ſerve hanging more than highway-men, for 
they pick the pockets of the whole nation. 


What's the difference between ale- -drapers and 


linen-drapers, only the one cheats you with 
froth, and the other with cloth. If extor- 
tioners cannot enter the kingdom of heaven, 
where muſt uſurers, tallymen and pawn- 
| brokers go? By cards and dice man is ruined 
in a trice, for gaming and whoring often hang 
together. Soldiers and butchers are nearly 
related in blood, for they equally live by 
xilling and laughter. I never fee a taylor 


dut he puts me in mind of cabbage; nor a 


miller, or a weaver, but I think of a thief. 
Actors and apes are the greateſt mimics in the 
world, it is ſometimes hard to determine Whe- 
ther they are rational creatures or not. Good 
old women and good ſmall beer are hard to 
be found, yet they are both good in their 
kind. A ſober, virtuous, wiſe boy, is per- 
_ E-rable to a vicious, grey-headed old fool, like 


1 
as a living dog is better than a dead lion. 
Number me the ſtars in the ſky, and the 
| fands on the ſhore, and then Fil number ye 

the numberleſs faults of lewd women; yet a 
2 fair and virtuous woman is the pride of 
nature and the glory of the univerſe : but 
where ſhall I find her? Swearing and cur- 
ſing is the language of hell, which wicked 
people take pains to learn before they go 
there. 3 

Beauty is the faireſt flower in nature's gar- 
den; then who would doat on ſuch a fadin 
toy? Yet had I my will, all bachelors at the 
age of twenty ſhould be obliged to marry 
and live honeſt, with handſome women for 
their own ſake, and homely women for cha- 
rity. I would conſtrain wealthy miſers to 
marry poor women, and rich ladies to marry 
poor bachelors, in order to bring the world 
on a level, if poſſible. If I could diſpoſe of 
nature, I would have all hypocrites with two 
faces, becaule like watermen, they look one 
way and row another. If all men's faults were 
writ in their faces, what a black ſcroll would 
there appear in their ſoreheads! Portioning 
ol daughters and building of ſhips are charge- 
able things, yet after all our pains and coſt, 

they prove but leaky veſſels. If I had three 


(6 ) 

ſons, and one of them a dunce, two mould 
practice law and phyſic, and the third ſhould 
de a parſon. There are five great rarities hard 
to be found, and thoſe are, a black ſwan, a 
Phoenix, an unicorn, the philoſopher's ſtone, 
and a maid at ſixteen. There is one abomi- 
nable practice I can't help reminding you of, 
that is, neighbours going to law about rifles, 


when their families have ſcarce food ro ear. 


There are five things that are wonderfully 
ſwift, viz. fame, which like a ſnow-ball gathers 
as it goes, a muſket-ſhot that kills before you 
hear the report, the fight that reacheth the 


higheſt heavens in an inſtant, thought, that 


traverſes the globe in an inſtant, and lightning 

which kills the child in the womb, and hurts 
not the mother, and alſo melts the gold in 

the bag without ſingeing the canvaſs. 

| Some ſay that England is the garden of the 

world ; but, as the French king ſays, there's 
many a bitter weed in it. Others call it a 


aradiſe for women, a purgatory for en 


and a hell for horſes. 

We have the handſomeſt women in the 
world I muſt own, and we give them the 
greateſt privileges, viz. the honour of the 


* hat, the wall, and the third of our eſtates, 


and the like; yet they ſeldom give us any 
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ing in return but a ſwinging pair of horns, 
£4 like the devil, the more you humour them 
a inch, they will then take an ell; but ſtill 


+ 


ere is no general rule without an exception. 
What I ſpeak is upon the common rumour 
of men—one ſtory is good till another is told. 
the mean time give me leave to ſpeak my 
thoughts; and thoſe are that I believe good 
huſbands make good wives; and good wives 
ake good huſbands; and if they are both 
ad, there are ſix of one and half a dozen of 
3 other. So mend us all. 


and thus I've finiſh'd what I firſt propos'd, 
And if I've more or leſs than truth diſclos'd, 
E” what you like not excuſe me for this 
[Tis need makes old wives trot;"And poets 
herefore extend your half-pence if you pleaſe, 
ind I'll pray for you all my remaining days. 


1 
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THE SONG CALLED 
VARIETY. 


A SK you who is ſinging here! 


Who ſo blythe can thus appear: 
I'm the child of joy and glee, 


And my name's—Variety. 


_ Neer have Ia clouded face, 


Swift I change from place to place, 
Ever wand'ring, ever free, 
Such am I—Variety. 


Like the bird that ſkims the air, 


Here and there and every where, 


Sip my pleaſures like a bee, 


Nothing r ke Variety. | 1 
| Love's ſweet paſſion warms my breaſt, 
Roving love but breaks my reſt ; 
One good heart's enough for me, 
Though my name's— Variety. 


Crowded ſcenes and lonely grove, 
All by turns I can approve: 


Follow, follow, follow me, 
Friend of life — Variety. 


THE END. 


